
                                                                             
 
          
Wessex Strut Newsletter January–  2010  

 
Next Meeting  - Monday 15th February,  Hunters  Lodge Inn  Winca nton 
 
Co-ordinators Notes 
 
In the bleak midwinter would seem to be our theme tune right now. Henstridge Airfield 
was closed this week to fixed wing traffic because of the layer of snow. But aviation was 
not completely dead; it carried on in a low level sort of way. Joe, the airfield manager, 
kindly gave permission for me to try out the hovercraft on the runway. 
 
I’ve never hovered on snow before, and I had visions of disappearing in a white cloud. I 
think Joe may have had visions of the runway being magically blown clear. But as it was, 
the machine glided nicely over the surface, with very little disturbance to the snow. So, 
the hovercraft is not going to replace the snowplough, though it could be good for 
brushing out incriminating footprints. 
 
There is no Strut meeting in January. The February meeting will be a dinner at the 
Hunters Lodge. View it perhaps as a delayed Christmas party, but there will be speeches 
and presentations. More details will follow. Let’s hope that by then we have the green 
shoots of thermal recovery. 
 
 

 
Nick Long 
Co-ordinator     



 
 
     
Forthcoming Events – Diary Dates  
15.2.10:     Wessex Strut Monthly Meet  Dinner and Entertainment Evening   
3.4.10:       Wessex Strut Fly - In at Henstridge –  ( Easter Saturday ) 
3-5.9.10 :   LAA Sywell Rally www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk or www.laa.uk.com/rally  
 
Points Of Interest 
 
Summary of Winter Flying Precautions 
• Stay out of icing conditions for which the aircraft has NOT been cleared. 
• Note freezing level in the aviation weather forecast. Don’t go unless the aircraft is equipped 
for the 
conditions. 
• Have warm clothing available for pre-flight and in case of heater failure or forced landing. 
• Mud, snow and slush will lengthen take-off and landing runs. Work out your distances. 
• Remove all frost, ice and snow from the aircraft (including spats) – there is no such thing as        
a little ice. 
• Check carefully that all essential electrical services, especially pitot heat, are working 
properly. 
• Check that the heater/demister are effective. Watch out for any signs of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 
• Be extra vigilant for carb ice. 
• If ice does start to form, act promptly, get out of the conditions by descending (beware of 
high 
ground), climbing or diverting. 
• If you encounter ice, tell ATC so that others can be warned. 
• During the approach, if you suspect tailplane ice, or suffer a severe pitch down, retract the 
flaps. 
• If you have to land with an iced up aeroplane, add at least 20% to the approach speed. 
• Snow covered, icy or muddy runways will make the landing run much longer and 
crosswinds harder to 
handle. 
Frost, ice and snow on aircraft - AIC 106/2004 (Pin k 74) 11 November 
http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/aip/current/aic/pink/EG_Circ_2004_P_106_en.pdf 
 
 
 
Flarm Collision avoidance (thanks to Maurice Wickstead from this item)  
 
After several recent mid-air collisions over the UK involving light aircraft and gliders, a Swiss 
device known as Flarm has been advanced as the ultimate safeguard. It consists of a very 
low power RF transmitter operating on 868.20 MHz, with a range of 2-3km that continuously 
broadcasts its position and velocity vector derived from its integrated GPS receiver. It uses a 
combination of a barometric altitude sensor and p6 of 12 GPS derived altitude for determining 
proximity and flight path. In parallel it receives any signals from nearby Flarm equipped 
aircraft and processes these by motion prediction algorithms to provide an audio alarm and a 
visual alert to the pilot. No warning is given if an aircraft does not pose an immediate threat 
but if on a collision course a 20sec alert is given. Flarm also warns of fixed obstacles such as 
wires strung across Alpine valleys, power cables, TV masts, etc, depending on the database 
installed. It was the high incidence of glider v glider collisions in the Alps, of which about half 



were fatal and some involved personal friends that prompted the inventors of Flarm to 
develop their system. Unlike other systems currently being proposed, Flarm is “here and 
now” and uses well established GPS systems that most aviators now use in one form or 
another. After its launch in 2004 the system has seen a rapid increase in Europe, as well as 
South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. In total there are over 13,000 units in use 
worldwide and this number is likely to grow exponentially as pilots discover its potential to aid 
their lookout. Many units are now in use in the UK. Obviously, best results will be obtained 
when the majority of aircraft in a particular airspace are Flarm equipped. For around £500, it 
sounds like a bargain. 
http://www.flarm.com/index_en.html 
 
Thanks to the Devon Strut for the above 2 items. 
 
 
Worth Asking a Fellow Strutter  
 
In December I had to have my bi-annual check, as time was running out I heard that 
Annabelle was now available to carry out this  always interesting  two year check. So at 
pre-flight brief we discussed what I would like to do, I said a few pfl’s , three landings to 
stay current, it was only a couple of weeks before the check that I realised that as long as 
I can remember I haven’t carried out any climbing stall turns, which we duly did, very 
interesting, totally different to straight one’s , this was in Dicks AA5A  by the way,    all 
in all, it was great.  Annabelle was very thorough, and fun.  So if your bi-annual is due, 
contact Annabelle, but don’t ask about my Pfl’s. 
Jim Fitch 
�
A Love Interest��
�
What's the best type to operate on a permit? I pose the question to give you something to 
peruse over the festive season when many of us can't fly because the 'orrible weather and 
the need to give a bit more attention  to the family! 
 No doubt most members will insist that their flying machine deserves this accolade so I'll 
put the case for a Jodel D112.What's special about a 112 I hear you ask? Well actually I 
could rabbit on for hours on the subject, for a start it’s a wood and fabric airframe which 
is easy to maintain and easy to repair .This shouldn't really be necessary if you buy a tidy 
aeroplane to start with, however its good to know if--- 
.The aeroplane is very light to move so extricating your pride from the hangar is easy  
and with a low wing and just 27 ft span it can usually be squeezed in near the doors. 
 Its a warm calm day at Henstidge and you want to go flying(surprise surprise) the D112 
is ready and waiting, It is a very simple airframe with no flaps, it has cable operated drum 
brakes which are adequate. The rudder is all flying and has conventional elevators .So far 
I have not mentioned the engine which is a Continental A 65 8F .This motor is the least 
powerful of he breed (the least thirsty )using 15 litres an hour. Many thousands of these  
have been produced over the last sixty years or so and have proved remarkably reliable 
and robust. The engine has to be hand swung but this is not a problem  as  it is a very 
easy starter. So how does it fly? the answer is just brilliant! Victor Zulu will lift off out of 
550 meters with two hefty crew in  flat calm on a hot day. The rate of climb would be 
good enough but lightly loaded on a cold day is positively sprightly. Once level at say 



1500ft the aircraft settles into a cruise of 80 kts and a nose down 
attitude which fools new Jodel pilots into holding the nose too high. The controls are very 
light and conventional, the ailerons being the lightest and the rudder the heaviest 
.Handling is utterly precise, predictable ,and good fun - tight turns are a delight.  I can 
close the throttle and hold the hose up,  the ASI unwinds and the wing stalls level at  less 
than thirty kts with very little loss of height. Once established on final’s it seems best to 
approach at 50kts with just 45 in the flare, this will ensure only a short float. On a gusty 
day you can come in faster and VZ will tolerate quite strong cross winds even if it does 
frighten the pilot a bit. 
 So to sum up its a strong easy to fly aeroplane positively cheap in today’s terms to buy 
(10-12000 seems to be the rate) Maintenance is straight forward and spares readily 
available. It flies great and looks nice- dare I say it the ideal mistress! 
 
Dave Stokes 
 
 

   Dave with  his  Jodel. 
 Note the the headwear in case it ever gets sunny ! 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO ARE WE  
 

A column dedicated to finding out more about who belongs to the Wessex Strut. 
This month we talk to :  Ian Fraser 

 

 
 

Ian over the Pyrenness in November flying G-EYOR 



 
 
 
 

Current Day Job  
Retired.  Qualified as a Physicist, most of my career was spent as either a Project 
Manager or Technical Specialist in the Defence industry specialising in Radar and Sonar 
in Submarines and Military Aircraft. 
Why Aviation   
A good technically challenging hobby that took over from motor racing when, because of 
my job, I got too busy to pursue motor sport. 
First Flight – in What, Where and When  
Joy ride as a kid in an Auster at Skegness.    
How long in the Wessex Strut :   
15 years 
Number of Aircraft Flown  :  
25ish types.  I’m not big on stats of this sort 
Favourite and Worse Type Flown :  
Always felt at one with my Luscombe Silvaire.  Most hours on my RV6 and I’m very 
comfortable with that.  The trouble with finding a favourite is that early flights in a new 
type are always a bit strange and it takes some time to become comfortable enough to 
know if it’s a favourite or not. 
Don’t like aircraft with wrong way rotating engines.  I instinctively do all the wrong 
things. 
Current Aeroplane(s) :  
Vans RV6.  G-EYOR.  Built by Elaine and myself over 4years and flown for about 7 
years.  It is built as a tourer and has visited places as far apart as Stockholm to the 
Pyrenees.   It is an excellent plane and is one of those unusual things that actually does 
everything it says on the box. 
Best Aviation Moment :  
Favourite experience was flying a Cessna 180 on floats in the Canadian Rockies.   I was 
doing a mountain rating (holiday game) in Nelson BC but the weather was poor.  I 
chatted to the  float pilot for something to do who convinced me to have a go.  You don’t 
need much  sky for circuits on floats.  Took a flight and was hooked.  In the mountains 
the only flat thing is water and in the Rockies there is plenty of that.  A good fun way to 
enjoy yourself.    A by-product was my Canadian commercial float licence.     
Any Hairy Aviation Moments  :   
Clear air turbulence / mountain rotor events.  One off the Queensland coast and one over 
Shap fell pass in Cumberland.   The later was a classic mountain flying error where I 
didn’t take notice of the ridge crossing procedure.  Resulted in violent decent and chaos 
in the cockpit.  The former just flying along the coast off Queensland we hit major 
turbulence.  Both hit the roof of the 172 and everything went everywhere  again 
Aircraft Wish list – to fly or own   
Grumman Goose or Widgeon.  I spent a day as the guest flying around in a Goose around 
the Queen Charlotte Islands in Canada.  Want one, want one! 
Any Advice For All Pilots :  
If it’s tempting, try it before you get too old.   



 
 
 
 
 
Free Landings in January   ; 
 
Flyer   : Shoreham; Fife, Panshanger, Le Touquet 
Pilot   : Roserrow, Stauning(Denmark, Panshanger, Old Buckenham, Shobden,     

Sligo 
Today’s Pilot   : Andrewsfield, E.Colne, Fishburn, Newtonards, N.Coates, Old    

Buckenham 
 
 

.                     
 
                        Our Web Site    
 

                            Further to last month, please look out for your aircraft on the new look ’rogues gallery’  If  you 
could send some details to Chris about your plane i.e. type, when built, registration number etc, 
that would be great. Please contact him via the link below. 

                         .  
                               Email address ;  me@chriswatts.org        Our website address is :  www.wessexstrut.flyer.co.uk  

 

 
Strut Contacts  
 
President: David Stokes New House Farm, East St., West Pennard, BA6 8NJ  01458 834486 
Treasurer: Gill Horn The Old Post House, Mappowder, DT10 2EH 
                                                     e-mail ghorn@dt102eh.freeserve.co.uk 01258 817866 
Co-ordinator: Nick Long Homedale, Bayford Hill, Wincanton. 07760 176116 
  e-mail  nick@beaglepup.info 
Secretary: Jeremy Cozens Little Hintock, Hermitage, Dorchester, DT2 7BB 01963 210392 
  e-mail jeremy@cozens.com 
LAA NC Rep: Ernest Lear 55 Eastover, Langport Somerset 01458 252119 
  e-mail ernest@lear2.fsnet.co.uk 
Web Organiser: Chris Watts e-mail   webmaster@wessexstrut.flyer.co.uk 
Strut Website  www.wessexstrut.flyer.co.uk 
Newsletter Ed: Neil Wilson Harriers,12 Sorrel Way, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4TP 01747 826947  
  e-mail   neilo.harriers@virgin.net 
The views in this newsletter will not always reflect those of the Editor or that of the Wessex Strut.                           
The editor would be delighted to receive articles, points of view and aviation related photos. Please 
supply via e-mail where possible, as this saves copy typing and duplication. . 
       
                                                            
Next Month 
                      
I would like to go to print next month by/around the7th February, so please forward anything by 



then.  I thought that we could do a ‘For Sale Board’ with the monthly letter. Therefore if you 
have anything that you would like to sell/dispose of, let me know. I copy the letter to both the 
Devon Strut and Bristol Wings, so there is quite a large catchment area. 
Neil       
 
Late News  
 
Remember that if you have not rejoined the strut for 2010, then you need to send in your 
renewal today, so that you can carry on enjoying this newsletter for one thing ! 
It would also help Gill our treasurer for the finance point of view. 
Please send to a cheque for £12.00 to Jeremy Cozens at the address shown above. 

 
Do you think any of our members are ‘characterised’ in this cartoon ? 
I think Joe and Brian are in the control tower with Pat servicing tea, while one of the 
clubhouse dogs is ready to make a run for it. Jez is parachuting in, and that might be 
Lynn with the back pack, and either Justin or Richard working on the undercarriage  
(can’t tell which ) while  that looks like Annabelle  having a spot of bother on the ladder !  
That must be Clive giving her a helping hand ( ever the gentleman ! ) 
Can you name the pilots – email me with who do you think they might be ? 
I will tell you who got the most votes in next month’s newsletter.  
 
Thanks to Dennis Clack for this above contribution. 


